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E thiopia	 has	 suffered	 from	 a	 land-mine/unexploded	 ordnance	 problem	for	 more	 than	 seven	 decades	 due	 to	
the	 following	 succession	 of	 conflicts,	 wars	
and	disputes:
•	 The	Italian	invasion	in	193









that	 2,3	 square	 kilometres	 (93	 square	
miles)	of	land	contain	mines.	Over	1.9	mil-
lion	 people	 in	 Ethiopia	 live	 in	 landmine-
impacted	 communities,	 and	 the	 survey	
identified	 1,92	 communities	 as	 impacted	
by	 landmines	 and	 UXO.	 Three	 regions	 in	
particular	 are	 contaminated:	 Tigray,	 Afar	
and	Somali.
To	 address	 this	 problem,	 EMAO	 was	
established	 by	 the	 Ethiopian	 government	
through	 the	 Council	 of	 Ministers	
Regulation	No.	70/2001,	under	the	Office	
of	 the	 Prime	 Minister.	 EMAO	 acts	 as	 the	
government’s	 focal	 point	 for	 management	
of	 mine-action	 operations	 and	 related	
activities.	 It	 is	 responsible	 for	 planning,	
prioritization,	 accreditation,	 monitoring,	
resource	 mobilization,	 acquisition	 of	 the	
mine-information	database	and	other	mine-
action	 activities	 that	 support	 the	 nation’s	
development	 program.	 EMAO	 is	 working	




marking	 mines	 to	 international	 humani-
tarian	 standards	 and	 by	 raising	 the	 capac-
ity	as	well	as	the	productivity	of	demining.	




by Zewdu Derebe [ Ethiopian Mine Action Office ]
Ethiopia’s landmine/unexploded ordnance problem is largely due to past wars and conflicts. 
The Ethiopian Mine Action Office was created in an attempt to alleviate the situation. This article 





land	 infested	 with	 mines	 has	 already	 been	
cleared.	About	1,291	anti-personnel	mines,	




In	 the	 coming	 years,	 EMAO	 plans	
to	 increase	 its	 output	 considerably.	 This,	
of	 course,	 can	 be	 accomplished	 through	
proper	 utilization	 of	 its	 experience	 and	
by	 employing	 additional	 demining	 assets	
including	machines.












to	 remove	 and	 destroy	 its	 emplaced	 anti-
personnel	mines	within	10	years.
At	 present,	 the	 six	 manual	 demining	
companies,	 the	 mechanical	 demining	 ma-
chines	and	the	dog	teams	are	deployed	on	
the	 boundaries	 of	 the	 three	 affected	 re-
gions	of	Ethiopia.	These	prioritized	areas	
are	all	 found	 in	 the	country’s	 three	heav-
ily	 mine-affected	 regions.	 Each	 company	
is	comprised	of	three	1-member	platoons	
(one	Technical	 Survey	 and	 two	 clearance	
platoons).	 Additionally,	 each	 company	
is	 assigned	 a	 Quality-assurance	 Officer.2	
Mine-risk	 education	 and	 community-
liaison	activity	around	the	demining	area	
are	 also	 core	 activities	 run	 by	 EMAO’s	
skilled	 professionals.	 The	 EMAO	 MRE	
program	was	established	in	March	2002	and	
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is	provided	by	many	village-level	task	forces.	
Community-liaison	 Officers	 are	 found	 in	
Gulomekeda,	 Ahferom,	 Tahtay	 Adiabo,	
Merebleke,	 Kafta	 Humera	 (Tigray)	 and	
Elidaar	(Afar).2
EMAO	plans	to	acquire	more	mechanical-
demining	 machines	 and	 expand	 the	 mine-
detection	dog	program	to	be	deployed	in	the	
next	 mine-clearance	 activities,	 which	 will	
be	 integrated	 with	 its	 existing	 integrated	
mine-clearance	forces.
See Endnotes, page 110
in	the	country.	The	Commissioner	General	
of	Sudan’s	Humanitarian	Aid	Commission	
also	 presented	 highlights	 of	 the	 govern-
ment’s	 vision	 and	 plans	 for	 addressing		the	
landmine-	 and	 ERW-contamination		prob-
lems	 in	 the	 country	 and	 priority	 areas	
for	assistance.
The	 presentations	 were	 followed	 by	 an	
hour	 of	 open	 discussion	 and	 comments	
among	various	ministries,	national	and	 in-
ternational	 organizations,	 U.N.	 agencies	
and	individuals.	The	main	discussion	points	
included	the	following:	
•	 All	 the	 parties	 appreciated	 and	
welcomed	 the	 establishment	 of	 the	
NMAA	 and	 stressed	 that	 address-
ing	 the	 landmine/ERW	 problem	 in	
Sudan	must	be	taken	as	a	“one	coun-
try	 approach,”	with	unified	national	
planning,	 coordination	 and	 imple-
mentation	across	Sudan.
•	 Sudanese	ownership	and	leadership	
are	 vital	 to	 addressing	 Sudan’s	
l andmine /ERW-contaminat ion	
problem	in	the	long	term	through	the	
development	 of	 a	 pool	 of	 qualified,	
trained	and	experienced	national	staff.
•	 The	 building	 of	 local	 and	 national	
capacities	 should	 be	 given	 priority	
in	 the	 projects	 implemented	 by	 the	
United	 Nations	 and	 internation-	
al	organizations.
•	 The	 NMAA	 will	 review,	 revise,	
validate	 and	 consolidate	 all	 previ-
ous	 memoranda	 of	 understanding/
agreements,	 policy	 frameworks	 and	
strategic	frameworks	related	to	mine	
action	in	Sudan.







strategy	 based	 on	 practical	 work	
plans.	The	NMAA	will	re-convene	as	
soon	 as	 these	 consultations	 and	 dis-
cussions	have	taken	place.
Closing	 session.	 The	 launching	 cer-
emony	 came	 to	 end	 with	 the	 statement	 of	
Lt.	General	Salva	Kiir	Mayardit,	First	Vice	
President	 of	 the	 Republic	 of	 Sudan	 and	
President	of	the	GOSS.	
Mayardit	 thanked	 the	 United	 Nations,	
the	 donor	 community	 and	 all	 other	 orga-
nizations	and	institutions	that	have	assisted	
and	supported	the	Sudanese	authorities	and	
people	 in	 addressing	 the	 landmine/ERW-
contamination	 problem	 in	 Sudan.	 He	 wel-
comed	 the	 establishment	 of	 the	NMAA	as	
a	 milestone	 in	 addressing	 the	 landmine/
ERW	problem	in	the	country	and	requested	
all	 concerned	 national	 bodies,	 the	 United	
Nations,	 the	donor	community	and	all	na-
tional	 and	 international	 operators	 to	 work	
closely	 with	 the	 NMAA	 in	 addressing	 the	



















ing	 national	 ownership	 and	 leadership.	 In	
addition,	he	appealed	to	the	donor	commu-
nity	 to	allocate	special	 funds	to	build	 local	
and	national	mine-action	capacities.
Conclusion
With	 the	highest	 level	of	political	 com-
mitment,	establishment	of	 the	NMAA	and	
heavy	 involvement	 of	 the	 United	 Nations	
and	 the	 international	 donor	 community,	




ing	 partners	 of	 the	 United	 Nations	 and	
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